The Coming Civilization
discussed. And there are other complicated situa-
tions arising out of the claims of extreme possessive-
ness and also of an innate tendency to promiscuity.
Advice in such cases could only be offered by private
conversation or correspondence: these personal prob-
lems do not lend themselves to consideration in
a book which is merely an outline. But none of
these difficulties prove that the general principle is
faulty. A moral principle is an ideal, something
which, if it is true, should be the compass by which
we reckon the direction of our moral behaviour.
It cannot presume to apply to the entanglements of
all personal relationships.
Is the Family to Go ?
The libertine tendency is carried in some quarters,
however, to a much more destructive extent. The
family is to go. It is not in communist Russia, as
many people suppose, that we hear this gospel
preached, but in capitalist America. I have quoted
elsewhere* some of the sentimentalist effusions from
across the Atlantic on this subject. Many of them
are written in excruciatingly bad American, but their
gist is the same. The natural parents are to leave
their babies on the doorstep of the communal
establishment, so that they may be handed over to
the mercies of State-paid nurses and governesses.
Once again we must not allow ourselves to forget
that reactionary proposals usually have some justifi-
* Modern Thought on Trial (Philip Allan).
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